
To be
Present Tense
I am


We are 

You are

You (or You all) are

He, She, It is

They are

Past tense

I was 


We were

You were

You (or You all) were

He, She, It was
They were

In the following examples, to be is the main verb.

To be + noun means the same as  the subject.    
She is a teacher.

They are Mexicans.

We are students.

To be + adjective describes the subject.

I am hungry.

My soup is cold.


The students are intelligent.

In these simple sentences, we have a noun subject + to be + noun,

    or,  noun subject + to be + adjective.

Sometimes, instead of a noun subject, we have something that acts like a noun.

Planting a garden is hard work.

Going to the movies with Graciela is a pleasure.

Sometimes, instead of an adjective in the predicate, we have something that acts like an adjective.

She is from Japan.

He is of Iranian ancestry.
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