Phrasal Verbs 


T (1)

take after (inseparable): resemble in appearance, in personality, or in talents). 

Both my sister and I take after our father."

Note: used for people, but not for things.

take / bring back (separable): return.

"This book is due tomorrow. I guess I should take it back to the library."

"Yes, you can borrow my pen, but don't forget to bring it back to me when you're  finished."

take care of (1. inseparable): provide care for; watch one's health.

  "Lois has been taking care of her father since he returned home from the hospital."

  "You've been working too hard lately. You'd better take care of yourself!"

take care of (2. inseparable): make arrangements for something; take responsibility for it.         "Will you take care of making reservations for our flight to Boston?"

take off (1. separable): remove (something you're wearing). 

  "Please take your hat off when you go inside a building."

take off (2. no object): leave; depart (often suddenly or quickly).

  "Was something wrong with Jill?   She took off without saying goodbye."

  "When does your plane take off?"

take over (separable): assume control.

(When the company was sold, the new boss took over all operations.(
take up (separable): begin (a hobby or leisure‑time activity).

  A: "Do you like to ski?"

  B: "I've never been skiing, but I think I'd like to take it up."

tell (someone) off (separable): speak to someone bluntly and negatively, saying exactly what

she/he did wrong.

  "Julie was really angry at Bob; she told him off in front of all of us."

throw away  - throw out (separable): discard; put in the garbage.

"You shouldn't throw those newspapers away; they're recyclable."

"This food smells bad. You'd better throw it out."

throw up: vomit. (My baby threw up all over my blouse.(
try on (separable): determine the proper size of an article of clothing by putting it on.

(I don(t like to buy pants from a catalog because I can(t try them on.(
try out (separable): use something briefly to determine how well it works.

(I really like the way this car looks. May I try it out?"

(That computer program looks interesting.  I(d like to try it out.
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