
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Subjunctive mood
The subjunctive is rarely used in contemporary American English.  Its use is pretty well confined to some stock phrases such as, “If I were you.”

The subjunctive is normally thought of as being used in statements which are not factual.

These conditions include:

Suppositions    “If I were to go, I would miss her visit.”

Wishes

“I wish that I were able to play the piano.”

Demands
“I insisted that he go.”

Suggestions
“He suggested that she think about it a little longer.”

Necessity
“It is necessary that she be there.”

In regular verbs, the present subjunctive differs from the present indicative only in the third person singular.  The third person singular ordinarily adds an S, but in the subjunctive, it does not. 


Indicative

Subjunctive

I go


I go


you go


you go


he goes

he go



we go


we go



you go


you go

            they go                        they go


The past subjunctive of all regular verbs is the same as the past indicative.

The present subjunctive of the verb to be is be in all cases.


I be

we be


you be

you be


he be

they be

The past subjunctive of the verb to be is were in all cases.


I were

we were


you were
you were


he were
they were

Present subjunctive and past subjunctive are not strictly related to time, as the indicative is.  The difference is subtle, and no exact rule is available.  Present subjunctive is closer to actual fact than past subjunctive.

“If I be king, then let my enemies tremble!”  (I am the crown prince, and I have just been informed that my father, the king, has been killed.  There is only the faintest doubt that I am king.)

“If I were king, I would give all citizens free tuition to all state universities.” (I am not king, and there is no possible way that I will ever be king.”)


