Modal Auxiliaries
Present tense
  Negative



Past


Future
can (ability)

can(t




could


will be able to

cannot (emphatic)   

must (obligation)
mustn(t (forbidden)


had to


will have to



must not (forbidden-emphatic)

have to (obligation)
don(t have to (no obligation)

had to


will have to

may (permission)
may not



was permitted to
will be permitted to

may (possibility)
may not (perhaps will not)

may have

------------

might (possibility)
might not (perhaps will not)

might have

------------

could (possibility)
couldn(t (not possible)

could have

------------

will (wish)

won(t




would 


------------

(Will in the present is a very mild expression of wish or desire.  Won(t is usually a strong expression of unwillingness.  Wouldn(t is a common expression of past unwillingness, but would in the positive sense is not as commonly used in the past.)

would (conditional)
wouldn(t



would have

------------

should
(obligation)
shouldn(t



should have

-------------

ought to

Would is a conditional of will, used for polite requests when it is evident that the person is able to carry out the request.

Would you please leave the door open?
It is evident that he is able to leave the door open.

Could is a conditional of can, usually used for polite requests when it is not evident that the person is able to comply.

Could you please tell me how to get to the post office?
Maybe he wants to help, but doesn(t know where the post office is.

Can may also be used for polite requests. 

Can you please tell me how to get to the post office?
It simply asks the person if he is able to comply.  It doesn(t really ask if he is willing to do so.

Maybe he can, but won(t.
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