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Every other     Alternate.    May be even, as 2, 4, 6 ,8, etc., or odd, as 1, 3, 5, 7, etc. 

Every third (fourth, fifth, etc.)  1, 4, 7, 10, etc.

The principal chose every third student to move to a new classroom.

Fizzle out    v.    End.  Fail.

Their plans to go to Florida fizzled out.

Fly off  the handle   v.   Become suddenly very angry.

All I did was ask him why he was late, and he flew off the handle.

Fool around  v.    Waste time in useless activity.   Not be serious.   Tamper with

Stop fooling around and come help us.  

Don't fool around with that machine.  It is fragile.

Four letter word   n.   A vulgar word.  Most of English vulgar words are Anglo-Saxon, and are short, typically of four letters.

He told me what he reall thought in a four letter word.

In a pinch       In the event of extreme necessity.

In a pinch, you can always borrow from your parents.

Play down     v.  Minimize.  

He played down the differences and emphasized the similarities.

Play second fiddle.   v.      To take a position of secondary importance.

She was tired of playing second fiddle to her older sister. 

Polish off     v.    To finish.  

We polished off two bottles of wine with dinner.

Not have a prayer.     Have no chance.

He hasn't a prayer of getting that job.  

Raise Cain.      Create a major disturbance.   (In the Bible, Cain killed his brother, Abel.  To raise Cain would be to make enough noise to bring Cain back from the dead.)

Robert raised Cain when the waiter tried to charge him twice for the same item. 

In the red.     To have expenses higher than income.  Traditionally, assets are recorded in black ink and debits in red ink.  

This business can't survive.  It's been in the red all year.

In the black.      To have income higher than expenses.  

