Gerunds and infinitives.

Sometimes, instead of a real noun as subject or object, we use something  that acts like a noun.  The to form of a verb is the infinitive.   The -ing form may be a present participle of the verb, or a gerund, depending on how it is used.  If it is used as a noun, it is a gerund.

Gerunds and infinitives may be used in place of nouns as a subject or object.   Either may be a subject, but gerunds are more commonly used as a subject than are infinitives.

Walking is good exercise.

To make others feel comfortable is the essence of politeness.

When used as an object, the choice of gerund vs. infinitive is usually determined by the verb.

Some verbs are followed by gerunds:

enjoy


I enjoyed listening to the concert.

finish


He finished writing his report.

stop


It stopped snowing about noon.

quit


John quit smoking.

mind


Would you mind moving over one seat?

postpone

The committee postponed discussing the report.

put off


I put off doing the work until too late.

keep


Keep looking until you find it.

keep on

Keep on trying.


consider

They are considering moving to Atlanta.

think about

She is thinking about becoming an actress.

Discuss

They discussed going on vacation.

talk about

She talked about buying a new house.

Some verbs are followed by infinitives:

want


I want to go home.

need


You need to take care of yourself.

hope


He hopes to advance in his company.

decide


She decided to stay 

seem


This art seems to be genuine.

learn


John is learning to ski.

promise

I promise to be on time.

intend


They intend to stay.

offer


Maria offered to help.

 Other verbs which take the infinitive form are: plan, mean, would like, would love, agree, refuse, appear, pretend, forget, try, can (or can't)afford, can (or can't) wait.

Some verbs can take either the gerund or the infinitive.

begin

It began raining.

It began to rain.

start

Sam started working Tuesday.

Sam started to work Tuesday.

hate

I hate being late.

I hate to be late.

continue
He continued to hold his position.

He continued holding his position.

like

I like hiking in the mountains.

I like to hike in the mountains.

love

I love to cook.

I love cooking.

can't stand
I can't stand to be inactive.

I can't stand being inactive.
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