Do and Make  

It is not always easy to choose between "do" and "make". 

Do can be an auxiliary verb (Do you like coffee?) or a main verb (I did my homework

yesterday.). As an auxiliary verb, it has no meaning. It is necessary only for the grammatical

structure. As a main verb it has a meaning, but the meaning is rather general. It often expresses a

general activity.

Make is not an auxiliary verb. It is always a main verb (I made a cake yesterday.). Its meaning is

also rather general, but it often expresses the idea of construction or creation.    

Here are some common examples of the use of do and make.

     do good 

     do harm 

     do well 

     do badly 

     do a favor 

     do business 

     make an offer 

     make a suggestion 

     make a decision 

     make a complaint 

     make a demand 

     make an attempt 

     make an effort 

     make an excuse 

     make an exception 

     make a mistake 

     make a noise 

     make a phone call 

     make money 

     make a profit 

     make a loss 

     make love 

     make peace 

     make war 

     make a bed (usually this means "tidy the bedclothes" but it could mean "manufacture the

furniture") 
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