PHRASAL VERBS 


B 1

back down or back off (no object): not follow a threat.

  "Tom was going to call the police when I told him I'd wrecked his car, but he backed

  down when I said I'd pay for the damages."

back out (inseparable): withdraw.

(John said he would go with us, but he backed out at the last minute.(
back up (1. no object): move backward; move in reverse. 

  "You missed the lines in the parking space. You'll have to back up and try again."

  "The people waiting in line are too close to the door. We won't be able to open it unless

  they back up."

back up (2. separable): confirm a story, facts, or information.

  "If you don't believe me, talk to Dave. He'll back me up."

back up (3. separable): make a "protection" copy to use if there are problems with the original.

  "When my computer crashed, I lost many of my files. It's a good thing I backed them

  up."

bank on (inseparable): to have confidence that something will take place.

(Sara said she would bring the food?  Don(t bank on it.  She is not reliable(    

beg off (no object): decline an invitation; ask to be excused from doing something.

  "At first Lily said she would be at the party. Later she begged off."

blow it (inseparable): miss an opportunity.

(I had a chance to make the first team, but I blew it by missing the first two practices.(
blow over (inseparable): Literally, speaking of bad weather, when a storm subsides.  

(The storm hit hard initially, but it blew over quickly.( Figuratively,  speaking of someone(s bad mood or bad temper, when the ill humor subsides.  (Don(t go in his office now, because he is very angry, but don(t worry.  His bad moods blow over quickly.(
blow up (1. separable): inflate.

  "We needs lots of balloons for the party. Will you blow them up?"

blow up (2. separable): explode; destroy by exploding.

  A: "That old building really came down quickly!"

  B: "That's because the construction company used dynamite to blow it up."

blow up (3. no object): suddenly become very angry.

  "When I told Jerry that I'd had an accident with his car, he blew up."

bow out (inseparable): to withdraw gracefully. 

 (Tom did not want to compete against his best friend, so he bowed out of the race.(
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