Apostrophes
The apostrophe is used in three principal ways:

1. To form possessives.

 A.  For singular nouns, an apostrophe followed by an s is added to the word, even if the word ends in s.  
The boy(s hat.  Gus(s bicycle.

Pronouns do not adhere to this rule.  The possessive of he is his, that of she is her, that of it is its (no apostrophe).

B.  For plural nouns ending in s, an apostrophe only is added.  

The boys( hats.  

C.  For plural nouns not ending in s, an apostrophe followed by s is added, as in singular nouns.

The children(s parents.  The men(s uniforms.

D.  The possessives of complex or compound noun phrases are formed in the same way as simple nouns.

The mayor of Nashville(s dog.

Sally and John(s baby.

2.  To indicate that a letter has been left out.  This is called a contraction.

It is is usually contracted to it(s, but it may be written as (tis.   We will is contracted as we(ll.  Proper names may also be a part of a contraction.  Frank will becomes Frank(ll.  Sometimes, spelling changes with a contraction.  Will not is contracted as won(t.

Sometimes, nonstandard pronunciation is recorded phonetically, and letters which are not pronounced are replaced by apostrophes.

O(er the ramparts we watched...

He was just sittin( there, pickin( and grinnin(.

3.  To form plurals of numbers or letters.

Juan got five A(s and three B(s on his report card.

The temperature dropped to the low 20's last night.
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