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Adjectives modify nouns.

In English, adjectives usually precede the noun, and no agreement is necessary between the adjective and the noun it modifies.   Examples:       The black shoe.     The black shoes.

COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVES

Comparative means comparing only TWO things. Comparatives of most short (one or two syllables) adjectives are formed by adding -er to the adjective.

Bill is taller than Jane.

Superlative means comparing the noun to a group.  Superlatives of most short (one or two syllables) adjectives are formed by adding -est to the adjective.

Bill is the tallest boy in the class.

Some adjectives, like dead, and unique, do not have comparatives or superlatives.  One is either dead, or not.  There are no degrees of dead. Unique, or only, means that there is just one. Something is either unique, or it is not.

Longer adjectives, or adjectives formed by adding an ending to a noun or verb, (except for -y or -ly), form their comparatives by adding more and their superlatives by adding most before the adjective.

more intelligent (not intelligenter)

most beautiful (not beautifulest)

Even a two-syllable adjective made from a noun or verb + ending forms the comparative and superlative with more and most.

more childish (not childisher)

most useless (not uselessest)

But: adjectives formed from nouns by adding  -y or -ly are exceptions to this rule.  Drop the -y and add - ier or -iest.

         silk            silky           silkier
     silkiest

    

         rock
   rocky         rockier         rockiest
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