PHRASAL VERBS 


C 1

call for (inseparable): to strongly suggest or require.

(Well, this calls for a celebration!(    (The chairman rapped his gavel to call for order.(
call off (separable): cancel something that has been scheduled.

"We don't have school today. The mayor called classes off because of the snow."

call on (inseparable): ask someone for an answer in class. 

"I don't know why the teacher never calls on you. You always know the answer."

calm down (with or without an object; with an object, separable): become calm / less upset, or to help someone become calm / less upset.

"Why are you so upset? Suzie didn't intend to spill orange juice on you. Calm down!"

(not) care for (1. inseparable): like; want.     Note: This phrasal verb is usually negative, though it may be used affirmatively in questions.

  A: "Would you care for something to drink? We have coffee, tea, or orange juice."

  B: "May I have water, please? I don't care for coffee, tea, or juice."

care for (2. inseparable): take care of; supply care to; attend / watch..

"Amy's father got out of the hospital last week. The family is caring for him at home."

carry on (separable): continue.

(After he married, John carried on the family tradition of praying before meals.(
(Even when he was over eighty years old, he carried on the fight to protect the environment.(
catch on (inseparable): develop understanding or knowledge of something.

"Bill had never used a computer until he took this class, but he caught on very quickly

and is now one of the best students."

catch up (with) (often without an object; with an object, inseparable): stop being behind.

"Terry stopped to rest for a few minutes. He'll catch up with us later."

check in (to) (inseparable): register for / at a hotel, conference, etc.; let someone know officially

that you have arrived. 

"When you arrive at the convention, be sure to check in at the registration desk."

check off (separable): make a mark to indicate that something on a list has been completed.

"Here are the things you need to do. Please check each one off when you've finished it."

check out (of) (1. inseparable): follow procedures for leaving (a hotel, etc.)

"Don't forget to take your room key to the front desk when you check out of the hotel." 

check out (2. separable): follow procedures for borrowing something (usually for a limited

period of time).  "I'm sorry, but you can't take that encyclopedia home. The library won't allow you to  check reference books out."

check out (3. separable): investigate.  

(I don(t have all the facts about the matter, but I intend to check it out.(
check up (on) (inseparable): Investigate, verify.

(Bill has never done this job before.  You(d better check up on him to see if he(s doing OK.(
check with (inseparable): Ask someone for his agreement or approval.

(I think we can come Saturday, but I(ll need to check with my wife.(
clear up (separable): clarify, make understandable.

(I didn(t understand until Mary cleared it up for me.(
cheer up (separable): help someone feel less worried / depressed / sad.

  "Suzie's brother was depressed about not getting a promotion, so she sent him a funny

  card to cheer him up."
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